
PHILOSOPHY FOR THEOLOGY
with Rev Dr John Martis SJ

A 7-lecture series, hosted by the SGR 
at St Paschal Campus (Box Hill, VIC) and online
from 6–7 pm AEDT/AEST on the following Tuesdays in 2026

24 March
21 April
26 May

23 June
25 August

22 September
27 October

Introduction: Philosophy and Theology & Plato: An Ideal Beginning
Aristotle: Coming Down to Earth 
Descartes: The Turn to Self
Hume and Kant: The Self-made Sovereign
Hegel: Spirit Unchained
Heidegger: Being in the World
Postmodernism: Meaning Set Free From Hegemony

This lecture series explores the philosophical underpinnings of some key theological turns
in Christian history. Plato gives us the background against which the Hellenistic elements in
the New Testament can be interpreted, with subsequent developments informing Augustine’s
thought, and thereby, much later, Luther’s. Plato’s successors set scenes for others: Aristotle,
for Thomas Aquinas; Kant, for the approach prompting nineteenth century liberal theology;
Hegel, in a different way, for Barth; Heidegger, for Bultmann and Rahner; Derrida, for Caputo
and other poststructural thinkers.  

The series offers an encounter with the philosophers concerned, and their backgrounding of
scriptural and theological perspectives of contemporaries and successors. It aims to help the
student and researcher to place, and pursue further if needed, assumptions and perspectives
philosophically and theologically backgrounding their own work. In the process, it raises
critical questions about how philosophies and theologies form to shape thinking, including
beyond scholarship, in faith and ordinary life. 

Rev Dr John Martis SJ is a Jesuit priest and academic, and is a senior lecturer in Philosophy and
Spirituality at the University of Divinity, and the Loyola Institute at Australian Catholic University. He is also
a Province Consultor for the Australian Jesuit Province. His research interest includes a focus on
subjectivity, developed in his recent publication, Subjectivity as Radical Hospitality: Recasting the Self,
with Augustine, Descartes, Marion, and Derrida (Lexington, 2017).
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From the beginning of 2026, all thesis submissions need to come through the Turnitin
submission portal on ARK. Once you have sent your Intention to Submit Form to
sgr@divinity.edu.au you will be enrolled in the unit, which will give you access to the link when
the time comes. 

You can also do a trial submission of all or part of your thesis on the link available in the HDR
Candidates ARK module. This enables you to make sure that you have not breached academic
integrity by failing to include necessary quote marks or appropriate paraphrasing.

Submitting Your Thesis via Turnitin

https://collections.humanitix.com/sgr-events-2026
mailto:sgr@divinity.edu.au
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	Welcome to the latest edition of HDR Quarterly, a newsletter from the School of Graduate Research, to keep you up to date with events and opportunities, completions, and short articles relevant to HDR research.
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	From the Chair of Examiners
	Almost all results fall into 2 and 3, with a smaller number receiving 1 or 4.  A 5 is quite unusual though it has occurred. This pattern reflects very well on the quality of the supervision offered to UD candidates. A Masters by Research is also awarded a grade result and a percentage mark.
	While there is normally agreement between the examiners, it’s sometimes necessary to  consult a third examiner to arrive at a determination of the result. Since examiners are experts in their fields, and are often situated in world-leading universities, it is hugely satisfying to know that our UD candidates are producing such world class research. I find that academics are extraordinarily generous with their time and advice and that students are usually very prompt if there are any revisions needed. When the graduation takes place, the candidate walks across the platform to receive their award from the Chancellor, and poses for a photograph with their supervisors, they can be confident that they have earned their qualification through a process of quality assurance that is second to none.
	The examination of the Minor Thesis (MT) follows a somewhat different process. The MT is a 16,000-word thesis usually written as the culmination of a student’s postgraduate coursework. One of four Deputy Chairs of Examiners undertakes the evaluation of the two Examiners’ Reports, writes their own report and recommends a final grade result. As with the HDR awards, The Deputy Chair does not read the thesis itself, only the examination reports. A Moderation meeting is then held among all of the Deputy Chairs, chaired by the Chair of Examiners, before the results are finalised and entered on to the student’s transcript. All reports are then sent to the examiners, de-identified, so that academics can gauge how their evaluation compares to the work of others. We have found this a very helpful peer review exercise, especially for early career scholars. Examination of the MT is a very thorough process and one in which the student can have confidence. There are, of course, avenues for appeal in the rare instances where something goes wrong with the process.
	I am currently serving my second consecutive term as Chair of Examiners, and I really love the work. The collegiality of working with the Examiners, the Deputy Chairs, and the SGR staff is very satisfying. To be exposed to so much valuable research across such a wide range of disciplines, even in a summary form, is a deeply interesting activity.  Most rewarding of all is knowing that one has played a role in the success of the University’s students and candidates.
	Reverend Professor Glen O’Brien is a Uniting Church minister in the Yarra Yarra Presbytery with a placement to full time theological education in The Salvation Army. He is a Professor of the University and Research Coordinator at Eva Burrows College where he lectures in Christian History and Theology, specialising in Wesleyan studies. He is the author of John Wesley’s Political World (Routledge, 2023), Wesleyan-Holiness Churches in Australia: Hallelujah under the Southern Cross (Routledge, 2018) and editor and contributor to (with Hilary Carey of the University of Bristol), Methodism in Australia: A History (Ashgate, 2015). Glen is the Chair of Examiners of the University of Divinity.
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	Transformation • Leadership • Collaboration • Diversity
	Call for Papers and Panels

	What are the rules?
	What are the judging criteria?
	Engagement and communication

	Sign up today to present your research at the University of Divinity’s in-person 3MT event at RESEARCH DAY 2026 3 June at St Paschal Campus, Box Hill.
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	First DPP Candidates, now confirmed
	Congratulations to the first cohort of the Doctor of Professional Practice to complete their coursework phase and proceed to confirmation. Confirmation is a significant milestone for all HDR candidates, and that this group represents the first intake in the University’s professional doctorate makes the achievement all the sweeter! Congratulations all! And a special cheer to the DPP Teaching Team (Rebekah Pryor, Cath McKinney, Rosemary Dewerse and Mark Jennings), the School of Graduate Research Committee and all those friends of the program from around the University Colleges and beyond who have helped shape the DPP since its inception. Thank you for your many contributions to the teaching, learning and research.

	What We’re Reading
	Han, Byung-Chul. The Spirit of Hope. Polity Press, 2024.
	Kent, Hannah. Always Home, Always Homesick. Picador Australia, 2025.
	Lemon, Narelle, Aaron Boll, Malaika Santa Cruz and Rennie Saunders. Fostering Wellbeing Through Collective Writing Practices: Shut Up & Write! in Higher Education Settings. Routledge, 2026.
	Martis, John. Subjectivity as Radical Hospitality: Recasting the Self, with Augustine, Descartes, Marion, and Derrida. Lexington Books, 2017.
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	2026
	SGR Events
	Semester 1
	FEBRUARY
	3
	21
	23
	Semester 1 begins

	MARCH
	3
	11
	17
	18
	24
	24
	31

	MAY
	5
	7
	13
	13
	26
	27

	JUNE
	3
	4-5
	4
	5
	23

	APRIL
	8
	21
	29

	www.divinity.edu.au/sgr


	2026
	SGR Events
	Semester 2
	JULY
	20
	23

	AUGUST
	4
	5
	10
	11
	12
	18
	19
	25

	OCTOBER
	8
	13
	14
	27

	NOVEMBER
	4
	5-6
	5

	www.divinity.edu.au/sgr
	SEPTEMBER
	10
	11
	22
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